Therapeutic management of cerebral arteriovenous malformations: a review.
The therapeutic management of cerebral arteriovenous malformations has undergone significant change over the past 40 years. Embolization, radiosurgery, advanced imaging modalities, neuropsychological testing and advances in surgical technique has both significantly improved our ability to treat patients, as well as confounding the landscape as to what constitutes best medical practice. Variability in natural history provides additional challenges in that it is challenging to determine an accurate estimate of the risk of hemorrhage, morbidity and mortality. It is clear that the complexity of the treatment of these lesions demands a multidisciplinary approach. The need for a team of neurosurgeons, interventional and diagnostic neuroradiologists, neurologists, radiation oncologists and neuropsychologists will improve outcomes and aid in determining best therapy for patients.